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This study was motivated by the low problem-solving ability of
students in economics subjects. The purpose of this study was to
determine the differences in students’ problem-solving abilities
between classes applying the Problem Based Learning (PBL) model
and conventional learning. This study used a quantitative approach
with a quasi-experimental method and a Nonequivalent Control
Group Design. The research sample consisted of class XI-7 as the
experimental class and XI-8 as the control class, with 33 students in
each class. Data collection techniques used essay tests of problem-
solving ability and observation sheets of learning implementation.
Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, normality tests,
homogeneity tests, and Independent Sample t-Test. The results showed
that the average posttest score of the experimental class was 67.27,
higher than the control class at 62.90. The hypothesis test result
obtained a significance value of 0.022 < 0.05, indicating a significant
difference in students’ problem-solving abilities between the two
classes. In addition, the average N-Gain score of the experimental
class was 0.50, higher than the control class at 0.39. Therefore, the
Problem Based Learning model provided better results in improving
students’ problem-solving abilities in economics subjects.
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