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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

 

A. Literature Review 

1. Overview of Teaching Reading 

Teaching is the process to give instruction during the teaching 

learning process. Brown (2007) stated, “Teaching is showing or helping 

someone to learn how to do something, giving instructions, guiding in the 

study of something, providing with knowledge, causing to know or 

understand” (p. 8). It means, teaching is the process to help, facilitate, and 

give instruction for someone about how to learn and knowledge. Besides 

that, reading is to understand the meaning from printed words to get 

information. Silberstein (1994), “Reading is a complex information 

processing skill in which the reader interacts with text in order to recreate 

meaningful discourse” (p. 12). It means that reading is a process gets any 

information from the text that makes the reader understand the meaning.  

Based on the previous explanation, it can be concluded that 

teaching reading is a guidance that is done by the teacher to make students 

reach their comprehension on the text using a certain technique. Teaching 

reading is one way for teacher to make student get any information from 

the text. Therefore, the successful teaching reading is created when the 

students can be interested about what the teacher teaches and understand 

what they read. There are some principles which have to be considered by 

the teacher. Harmer (2001) stated the principles of teaching reading:  
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a. Reading is not passive skill. 

b. Students need to be engaged with what they are reading. 

c. Students should be encouraged to respond to the content of a 

reading text, not just to the language. 

d. Prediction is a major factor in reading. 

e. Match the task to the topic. 

f. Good teachers exploit reading texts to the full. (p. 70) 

 

It means that there are several principles that can be considered by the 

teacher in teaching reading. Such as, reading is not passive skill, students 

need to be engaged, encouraged to respond the content, and so on. 

Based on the principles above, it can be concluded that the 

principle of teaching reading is an element that can influence the success 

of the teaching reading. The teacher can consider it to make guide the 

students in teaching reading. Thus, it makes easy in teaching reading. 

In teaching reading, the teacher needs some strategies to help 

students understand about the texts. Brown (2000) described ten strategies 

in teaching reading: 

a. identifying the purpose reading, 

b. using grapheme rules and patterns to aid in bottom up decoding 

(especially for the beginning level learners), 

c. using efficient silent reading technique for relatively rapid 

comprehension (for intermediate to advanced levels), 

d. skimming for main idea, 

e. scanning the text for specific information, 

f. use semantic mapping or clustering, 

g. guess when you aren’t certain, 

h. analyzing vocabulary, 

i. distinguishing between literal and implied meanings, 

j. capitalizing on discourse markers to process relationships. (p. 

306) 

 

It means that strategies in teaching reading are important. It helps the 

teacher guide the students in identifying the meaning of the text. For 
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example, using skimming and scanning. Thus, it helps the teacher in 

teaching-learning process. 

Based on previous statement, it can be concluded that strategy in 

reading class is very important to be applied by the teacher to make the 

class effectively. It helps to determine the success of teaching reading in 

the classroom. 

 

2. Nature of Jigsaw Technique 

As a cooperative learning, Jigsaw technique is a more interesting 

technique than other techniques. Aronson (2009) as quoted by Muniarti 

(2015) stated:  

Jigsaw technique is one of more interesting techniques amongst 

the cooperative learning techniques that can also reduce racial and 

social conflict amongst school children, promote better learning, 

improve students’ motivation and increase the enjoyment of the 

learning experience. (p. 466)  

 

It means that jigsaw is one of the interesting techniques that can increase 

the students’ motivation and enjoyment of learning experience. Jigsaw 

technique consists of origin groups and expert groups, while in other 

cooperative learning techniques are not available. Johnson (1991) as 

quoted by Miaz (2015) stated: 

Jigsaw is small group learning activities, students learn, and work 

together both individual and group. In the jigsaw, there are groups 

of origin and expert groups. The origin group consists of group 

students holding students by ability, origin, and family 

backgrounds are diverse. The origin group is a combination of 

several experts. Experts groups consist of members of different 

origin were assigned to study and explore specific topics and 

complete the task related to the topic and then explain to the 

member of the origin group. (p. 2) 
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It means, jigsaw is small group activity consisting of origin group and 

expert group. Origin group is group students who have different ability, 

gender and background. While, expert group consists of different origin 

members to explore the specific topics, understand the material after that 

they have to explain or share the information to each member of origin 

group. In line with, Colosi & Zales (1998) as quoted by Hosseini et al. 

(2014) stated: 

In the application of jigsaw technique, students separate from their 

own groups and form new groups with the other students who are 

responsible for preparing the same subjects. These groups called 

“groups of experts” try to make other students understand the 

subject. They make plans about how they can teach the subject to 

their friends, and prepare a report. Afterwards, they turn to their 

own groups and teach their subjects to them with help of the 

reports they have prepare. In the last students in the jigsaw groups 

discuss on the subject to make sure that they understood it 

completely. Later, students return to home groups in which they 

would teach the material to the rest pf the group members. (p. 200) 

  

It means, to implement jigsaw technique the students divided into home 

group and expert group where they work to understand, share and explain 

to their member in group and prepare report to ensure their understand 

about the material. Moreover, Berkeley-Wykes (1983) as cited by 

Sahebalzamani & Golshan (2017) defined: 

Jigsaw reading technique as the technique in which a reading text 

is cut into segments and the task of the students is to restore it to 

its proper order–to make sense of the text. If used as a group 

activity where students discuss the decisions of how to order the 

segments of the text, it can elicit a great deal of communicative 

interaction. (p. 50) 

  

It means, jigsaw as a technique where a reading text cuts into several 

segment and the students divide into home and expert group. Students 
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have to understand about segments of the text and then share with other 

members, it also can give communicative interaction. 

Based on the previous explanation, jigsaw technique is a technique 

that consists of origin groups and expert groups. Each member of group is 

assigned to a different part of material. Then, all students from different 

groups who had same learning material gathered together and formed an 

“expert group” to discuss and communicate each other until they 

understand about the topic. Furthermore, the students return to their origin 

group and share the information that relate to the topic to other members 

of their group. 

 

B. Study of the Relevant Research 

The relevant research had been conducted by Mohammadi and 

Davarbina (2015) entitled, “The Effect of Cooperative Learning Technique 

on Reading Comprehension Ability of Iranian EFL Learners.” Their research 

investigates the impact of Numbered Heads Together (NHT) and Jigsaw as 

two techniques of cooperative learning on EFL students reading 

comprehension achievement. The research result showed that Numbered 

Head Together (THT) and Jigsaw techniques improve EFL students reading 

comprehension. The similarity of this research with the previous study is 

equally focus on implementing jigsaw in EFL reading class. Meanwhile, the 

difference of this research observed the teacher’s challenges in implementing 

jigsaw in EFL reading class at one of the junior high schools in Cipatujah. 


