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ABSTRACT 

RISA SITI AZIZAH. 2019 “Investigating Students’ Challenges in Reading 

Academic Text: A Descriptive Case Study in EFL Context.” English Education 

Department Faculty of Educational Sciences and Teacher’s Training (FKIP). 

Siliwangi University Tasikmalaya. 

This study answers the question of what the university students’ challenges in 
reading academic text. The research method uses a descriptive case study. The data 

were obtained from students’ self-reflective after they read academic text. The data 

analyzed by using thematic analysis. Three participants read academic text when 

they did their final project in university. From time to time during reading academic 

text, participants write their reflections of what they have read into a form of self- 

reflective. Researcher takes their challenges in reading academic text from their 

self-reflective form to be investigated. The result revealed that there appears three 

challenges in reading academic text such as students’ difficulty of understanding 

the terms, students find it hard to understand new vocabularies, and it takes a long 

time for students to read academic texts. 

Keywords: Students’ reading challenges, Academic text, English Foreign 
Language (EFL) 



 

 

ABSTRAK 

RISA SITI AZIZAH. 2019 “Investigating Students’ Challenges in Reading 

Academic Text: A Descriptive Case Study in EFL Context.” Pendidikan Bahasa 

Inggris. Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan (FKIP). Universitas Siliwangi. 

Tasikmalaya. 

Penelitian ini menjawab pertanyaan tentang apa yang menjadi tantangan mahasiswa 
dalam membaca academic text. Metode penelitian menggunakan descriptive case 

study. Data yang diperoleh melalui self-reflective yang dilakukan oleh mahasiswa 

setelah mereka membaca academic text. Tiga peserta membaca academic text 

ketika mereka melakukan tugas akhir mereka di universitas. Dari waktu ke waktu 

selama membaca academic text, peserta menulis refleksi mereka tentang apa yang 

telah mereka baca ke dalam bentuk format self-reflective. Peneliti mengambil apa 

yang menjadi tantangan mereka dalam membaca academic text dari self-reflective 

tersebut untuk diteliti. Hasilnya mengungkapkan bahwa ada tiga tantangan dalam 

membaca academic text yaitu kesulitan siswa dalam memahami istilah-istilah, 

siswa merasa sulit untuk memahami kosa kata baru, dan dibutuhkan waktu yang 

lama bagi siswa untuk memahami academic text. 

Kata Kunci: Tantangan siswa dalam membaca, Academic text, English Foreign 
Language (EFL) 
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